
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 19 May 2016] 

 p3347b-3349a 
Mrs Glenys Godfrey; Mr Dean Nalder 

BREARLEY AVENUE, BELMONT — CLOSURE 
Grievance 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [9.25 am]: My grievance on behalf of some residents in Redcliffe is to the 
Minister for Transport, Hon Dean Nalder, MLA, in regard to the closure of Brearley Avenue at Great Eastern 
Highway in Redcliffe, within the area that the City of Belmont and residents call “Development Area 6”. 
One of this government’s election commitments in 2013 was to connect the Perth CBD to the airport through 
a new train line that would spur from the Midland line at Bayswater station. Announced in the 2013–14 state 
budget, the Forrestfield–Airport Link is a $2 billion state government project to deliver a rail service to the 
eastern suburbs with stations in Redcliffe, Perth Airport and Forrestfield. Construction will start in 2016 and 
completion is due in 2020. This project will help relieve pressure on existing road networks and give 
Western Australians and tourists alike a convenient transport option to Perth Airport. It will also connect 
Forrestfield to the city with a 20-minute train ride. The first station on the Forrestfield–Airport Link is 
Belmont station, which will be located where Bulong Avenue currently meets Brearley Avenue in Redcliffe. For 
this purpose, Brearley Avenue will be closed and the main access to the Perth Airport domestic terminal has 
been moved to Tonkin Highway at Dunreath Drive, now that the Gateway WA project is finalised, with 
alternative access from Great Eastern Highway to be provided through upgraded intersections at Great Eastern 
Highway and Fauntleroy Avenue. 

Many years ago, before the Great Eastern Highway upgrade, Main Roads earmarked the closure of 
Brearley Avenue to improve traffic flow on Great Eastern Highway. This became particularly relevant when 
considering the projected increase in traffic volume coming from Tonkin Highway after the NorthLink WA 
project is finalised. The City of Belmont developed a vision plan for a pocket of Redcliffe that it calls 
development area 6. Within the current DA6 plan, Brearley Avenue in its entirety gives way to public open 
space and the Belmont station location. Since 2013, Redcliffe residents within the DA6 area have lobbied for 
Brearley Avenue to remain open. At first residents were concerned about the conversion of Coolgardie Avenue 
into the main entrance point and connection to the airport, as they considered the intersection of Great Eastern 
Highway and Coolgardie Avenue to be unsafe. I attended most of the community consultations organised by the 
Public Transport Authority, the City of Belmont and Main Roads, as well as Coolgardie Residents Group 
meetings. Even though the new train line will bring many benefits to the area and the broader Belmont 
community, there are legitimate concerns in the community regarding the road layout in the area, particularly the 
closure of Brearley Avenue. 

With the view that we needed to have more consultation to best accommodate local residents’ concerns, I invited 
Minister Nalder to a community forum so that my constituents would have the opportunity to share their views 
directly with the minister, Main Roads, the PTA and City of Belmont representatives. This forum took place on 
19 November. After a long discussion with affected DA6 residents and interested local constituents, the minister 
committed to upgrading the intersection of Coolgardie Avenue at Great Eastern Highway in order to provide 
a safe entry point to the area in addition to Fauntleroy Avenue.  

Although this upgrade was appreciated, residents and businesses remained concerned with the insufficient level 
of ingress and egress points, particularly for the area around the Sanno Marracoonda Perth Airport Hotel and 
Seasons Funeral Homes parlour, near the intersection of Tonkin Highway and Brearley Avenue. On the 
26 March a petition with more than 100 signatures was presented to the City of Belmont requesting a special 
electors’ meeting to express residents’ views on the closure of Brearley Avenue. I attended the City of Belmont 
special electors’ meeting held on the 26 April, at which 35 people voted in favour of Brearley Avenue remaining 
open and only five residents did not support the motion. As the local member and elected representative of 
Redcliffe residents and businesses, I support Brearley Avenue remaining open to facilitate access into the area 
concerned. Should that not be possible due to planning and traffic management issues, I ask that another option 
be made available to improve the access into development area 6. I ask that the minister respond to our request. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.30 am]: I thank the member for Belmont for 
this grievance and I acknowledge her longstanding work within the Belmont electorate, particularly in the 
Redcliffe community, on this very important issue. As the member is aware, Brearley Avenue is a state road 
under the care and management of Main Roads Western Australia. For many decades it has served as the main 
access point to Perth Airport. However, in recent years there have been many significant changes to both traffic 
movements and the evolving nature of the airport. Terminals have relocated, an entirely new access arrangement 
has been built, and shortly we will have a new railway line servicing the airport, the surrounding community and 
beyond. In conjunction with these significant transport and operational changes, the City of Belmont is taking 
the opportunity to revitalise and develop the surrounding urban landscape through its development area 6 vision. 
The state government is a strong supporter of council in this significant development initiative. The closure of 
Brearley Avenue has been planned for a number of years as part of the Gateway WA project, providing more 
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direct and suitable access, as well as being a key component of the DA6 proposal. Through its closure, the 
City of Belmont will create social amenity with dedicated public open space. More recently, the closure has been 
identified as being required to enable the construction of the new Belmont railway station as part of the 
Forrestfield–Airport Link project. 

I am aware that a number of local residents and business owners would like to see Brearley Avenue remain open. 
The member for Belmont has conveyed this position to me on their behalf on a number of occasions. This 
includes a public forum the member organised last November, which I attended with her. In addition, the 
member has written to me on this matter, raising the concerns of the local residents and businesses in the area 
and advocating on their behalf. I understand that those opposing the closure subsequently conducted a special 
electors’ meeting on 26 April 2016. I can confirm that it is the state government’s position that Brearley Avenue 
will be closed. This decision has been made in light of the imminent commencement of construction of the 
Belmont railway station, the need to reduce congestion at the existing intersection of Great Eastern Highway and 
Brearley Avenue, and the need to support the vision of the DA6 revitalisation development and the planning 
potential of the area. With regard to this decision, I am also very mindful that the planned closure will present 
a number of access difficulties for some local residents and businesses. 

I acknowledge the concerns of some members of the community, as conveyed by the member on their behalf. 
Although the permanent closure will occur, it is appropriate that options to minimise any issues for the local 
community are explored. Accordingly, I have asked Main Roads to investigate alternative access options, 
including the potential for improved access at Boulder Avenue. I anticipate receiving this advice by the second 
quarter of 2017. In the meantime, interim access for only local traffic will be maintained on Brearley Avenue 
between Great Eastern Highway and First Street. Although I appreciate the representations by council and the 
member for Belmont and understand the access implications, the decision to permanently close Brearley Avenue 
is final. However, in the interim every effort will be made to achieve a reasonable access outcome for those who 
have raised concerns. I acknowledge the support and cooperation of the mayor and the City of Belmont in 
working closely with their counterparts at Main Roads in exploring these opportunities. I also thank the member 
for Belmont for her strong representation on behalf of her constituents. 
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